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JACKDAWS

In English, Jackdaws have been exploring poetry. We looked at a few different styles of animal poem by Matt
Goodfellow, before researching our favourite items and writing our own. We’ve used brilliant descriptive phrases and
similes, using vocabulary for information and vocabulary for imagery. We also got the opportunity to practise and

perform our poems in the class which was a lovely end to our poetry topic. After half-term, we are going to be starting
a unit of writing on non-fiction, which links to our science learning this term.

In maths, we have worked really hard this half-term with addition and subtraction. We have built lots of confidence

with formal written methods and have been looking really carefully at subtraction especially as this can feel a bit more
challenging. After half-term, we will be starting our learning with multiplication and division!

In science, we have been studying rocks and fossils. We have experimented with how permeable rocks and soils are,
learned about their formation, and looked really closely at a variety of different rocks. We have enjoyed having them
on display at the back of the classroom with magnifying glasses to really get a closer look. After half term, we will be

learning about animals including humans, as well as looking forward to spending time down at our outdoor learning
site.

In art, Jackdaws have been studying portraits and how artists draw different features of the face. We have practised

each week before creating our final pieces: a self-portrait. You can see how much our skills have developed through
this, and how accurate we have drawn ourselves!

After finishing our geography topic of Land Use with a walk in the village as fieldwork for our data collection, our history
topic began with a trip of Mrs Burleigh’s farm. We really enjoyed being able to imagine what life was like for hunter-
gatherers back in the stone age as well as what life would have been like for the first farmers, the peoples of the
Mesolithic era who started growing crops and keeping livestock. We collected our own tools to use, made paint and
Mrs Burleigh even had some of her own prehistoric tools to show us that Mr Burleigh had found on the farm! The
children got a lot of learning out of that day! We had a lot of questions about the stone age when we had our first “in-
the-classroom” lesson, so | think the children will really enjoy learning more about this topic after half-term

In Music, Jackdaws have been listening to, and learning, a song called /’'ve been to Harlem. We have used different
percussion instruments (chime bars, boom whackers, glockenspiels and xylophones) to create note clusters on the
pentatonic scale as well as playing percussion patterns on cups to the song too. As a final piece of learning on this, the
children worked collaboratively with parts of the song to create a body percussion pattern. We rehearsed each section

and then built it up to practise the whole song. The children have been really engaged with this topic, and it has been
brilliant to see their performance skills build with their confidence.

Well done Jackdaws — have a well earned rest over half-term! From the Jackdaws Team.

OSPREYS

Ospreys had a very successful trip to Forest Farm where we conducted field work to support our Ecosystems and Biomes

topic. We discovered several ecosystems at the farm and collected qualitative data on the plants and animals that live
there. Luckily, the weather was kind to us.

In English, we have been looking at biographies. Tied in with science and Black History
Month, we have been finding out about the life and legacy of Katherine Johnson.
Children wrote her biography in their own words.
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Our forthcoming events and diary dates are on our website listed in the News & Events section.

Diary Dates website links

A

Term Dates website link


https://www.kilmington-primary.org.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=14&viewid=1
https://devonmoorsfederation.ovw7.devwebsite.co.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=17

